GREATEST TRAGEDY
BEFALLEN

THAT HAS
CHRISTIAN WORLD

Magnitude of Calamity in Calabria and Sicily Is Unpre-

cedented---Entire Region

Completely Destroyed---

Whole Face of Country and the Coast
Line Altered.

The earthquake which hus devestat-|
ed the Italizn department of Calabria |
and Sicily bas wrought Lhe greatest

tragedy which ever has befallen the
Christlan world.

It i8 colossal without precedent
Nothing previously known in Eure

pean history can be compared with it.
A whole region has Leen -!v:;'tru_\'w!.!
That corner of Italy on which nature |
seemed to smile, Messina and Regelo, |
are beaps of ruilns under which le |
buried thousands of corpses. |
All the country alopg the Straits of |
Messina has suffered. Lower down the
cuast the sea rushied with terrific vio
lence iuto Giarre, Riposto, Borgon and
Glovannl, sweeplng awey houses, |
ships, fisbing beats and human be ngs.
All the fishing bouts at sea have dis- |
appeared It
At Palma and Bagnara the dead are |
counted by hundreds and the injured |
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CATHEDRAL AT MESSINA.

{on another lo that Hourishing clity of

of the stralt, must have been more vio
lent, for scarcely one stone remains

ounly two days ago.

Where a few days ago stood the
homes and works of men and busy
streets thers is nothing but chaotic
rocks and earth.

The city had vanished as complete
Iy as Aladdin’s palace under the ma-
giciun's spell.

Country of Many Languages.

Calubria has owe and one-third mi) |
Hon Inhabitants. The Inhabitants
spezk Grecian or Albanlan diaiects or
an antlque Italian.

Visit Stricken Subjects.

As King Humbert won the admira-
tion of his loyal people by his visit to
the hospiials of Naples during the
cholera epidemle, so has Viector Em. !
manuel, throu=zh his emulation of his
father's act of bravery. In 1905 Vie-!
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All Compietely Destroyed

Messing and Ressin ate inoede
The towns of Nuoro. S T | H i
Bethoso, Ripesto and '
boom destroosd, s has the o
Gazinrl, in Caiabiria, Ca b
wiped off the  map Nraply
town along the coast of £
miles south of Mess o 1T
by the s

The earthanake’s  ritani tyialyt

transformed the Iace of Sieilv: rivers

were dried up or their cogrge chin
hills disappearel] Creviees e
yawning in the carth: the connirs
desolated.

The destruction of properly canns®
be as great ag at Soin ¥
Messina and Revzio, the two principal
cities destroyed, were nut rich or nine
pificent from the metropolitan point
of view. As a great cataclvsin of ni
ture, however., this disaster js on n
far vaster scule than the Califernin
phenomenvn.

Face of Country Altered.

The whole face of the country an
the coast line have been aliered. By
Beyvlla and Charybdis have chanc
the positions they have occupicd
Acencas’ Jegendary voyage

The three provinees where
greatest damnge wase done were Mes
sina and Catania, in Sicily, and Reg
gio di Calabria. on the mainland. They
comprise about 4.400 square miles The
rock of Charybdis now hlocks the en
trance to the strait of Messina.

Several hundred persons  perished
and much damage wae done outside of
these provinces, but within them the
devastation was so complete that
scarcely a human habitation remains

TR
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All accounts now sngree  that the
time occenpled by nature's gizantic
gpisms was but 32 seconds. 1

Some minutes liter a great wav
completed the havoce in the ill-fated |
wulsl lowns. |

Shock a Fearful One.

The viclence of the shock svems te
have been unprecedented except by

cruptions within a limite

ines |}? Mlessina were not

he

ey 'n down—thwir founds i
tions literally were vanked from
nenth them o one side or to the |

other, until they toppled from the per- |
pendicular and fell in ruins along-
gide their original sites,
That was the experience of Messina. |
That of Reggio, on the opposite side |
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poif  of its tvpe,

SINCE BEGINNING OF HISTORY
CALABRIA HAS BEEN SCOURGED

STRICKEN MESSINA A PLACE
OF GREAT NATURAL BEAUTY:

No Part of the Earth That Has Suffered So Severely from Saic to Have Been Founded in the Eighth Century B. C.—
Earthquakes and Volcanic Eruptions---Contrast
Between Ancient and Modern Times in
Treatment of Disaster.
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ITALIAN CITIES WHERE LOSS 2
OF LIFE WAS HEAVIEST. g
— 2

Cities in whigh loss of life wasg
heaviest were as follows: o
Messina, pepulation 1C0.000; E
wrecked by shock and swept by &
tidal wave, g
Reggio, population 50,000; de- g
stroyed. o
Catania, population 140,000; in g
ruins. o
gCassano. population 6.700; in%
ruins, S
g Cosenza, population 21,000; nearly 3
2 all dead. O
Seminara, small village, de- E
stroyed. o
Scilla. population 7,800; in ruins. 3
Paterno, population 24,000; in g
ruins, Q
Vitteria, population 32,000; badly &
wrecked, 8
Naro, population 12.800: half de- 2
stroyed, o
Riposto, population 7.000; in ruins. g
Ali, Mineo, Patti and Castroreal, ©
Sicilian towns: all badly dam. 2
aged, with heavy loss of life. g
Palmi, Bagnara, San Giovanni and &
Cannitello, Calabrian villages: @
all in ruins. g
o

The portion of traly affected by the
roecent eartlujuake is In the most con
vulslon-smitten  resion of
The main ares of disturbance was in
Calabria, though citles on the island
of Slelly were shaken and a ridal wave
inundated that island’s sea coasl.

Notwithstending the fuct that sinee
the beginning of history the ground of
Cualabria has been known to have the

| habit of opening as if to swallow up
| its inhabitants. the reglon has always
! been well populated

Nearly & milllon

the globe |

interest to the eluburate catalogus of
earthquakes to which Maj de Mon-
tassus de Palore has devoted years of
{ labor, and which he cowpleted a few
 months azo. It Iocludes no fewer than
130,000 distinet shocks of which trust-
| worthy detajls have been preserved,
rand indicates with some approach to
scientifie accuracy how the manifes-
i tations of seismie aectivity are dis-
tributed over the carth's surface. The
tubie goes back as far as suthentic

derance of the records refers to shocks
which have occurred within the past
30 years. Here is the summary of
Maj. de Balore's sturistics:

Aren. KEarthquakes
| Seantinavia iiiesass  BR
P Eritish [sles LI

Fraes el . - m
Spadn and Portugnd . ..oceennesiesenn 1055

Switaerband PR 5
Ttaly a2
Haolland and North Germany ___,.. .35

Sieily 4.3
H A . 023N
balin A zt
Asin Minor

luddia

Jopn

Alrien i
Atbwntic Islands 0y
Tiited . States, Pacifie Coust ..., [ Iy

Mlsatwe Coust
Mexben . .
Central Amaries .

A T T S
South Amerlea .. . . ...,
" Java

P Australla and Tasmania
New Zealand

I I will be woticed that Sicily, for
il which the records go back 3,000 years,
I has been shaken very little compared

| with Its neighbor ltaly
' Seismic Convulsions.

i The most shaken countries of the
| world are Italy, Japan, Grecca, South
i America (the Pacitic coast), Java,
| Sielly and Asia Minor. The lands most
] free from se:smie convulslona are Af
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CHURCH OF ST. GREGERIO, MESSINA.

and a half of che orf .'.I, ri-ckies
lived there, The Appenine mountains
tun thronzh the region for

of 160 uiies, considerably  reducing
the area amenable to tillage, but the

villeys and plains are among the most
fertile anywhere in the world, yiclding
in ahundauce a variety of crops. The
neighboring fisheries are important.

In respcet of the property damage
inflicted and the number of lives ex-
{inguished, as well as in respect of the
extent of the disturbance, the earth-
nuake far eclipses the great disasters
such as that which de-
stroyed Lisbon in 1755 and that which
vigited the western enast of South
America In Anzust, 1906,

Region Always in Turmoll.

Probably no part of the earth of
equal fertiliiy, population and historie
noate has suffered more severcly from
earthquikes amd voleanic  eruptions
than this part of the Mediterranean
basin
ed history Stromhali has seldom been
qulet. Vosuving las been frequently in
eruption, and Ftna Is alwavs growling
and periodically is in viclent action.

Vith or without eruptions [rom
these wvolegnoes the has feit
dizastrous ¢ 1mkes in almost
every century sinee history bezanp to
he written. The cruption of Vesavias
which overwhelmed Pompeil and Her-
enlaneum in 79 A, Ik is most spoken
of heeanse of the relics of antiquity

rezion

which it so ¢trangely preserved, byt
within the Iast eizht centuries there
have heen many esvthqualkes they
ahouts o1 ol
and

For i Catania, which iz agein
visitod, is to hnve lost 15000 peo

ple by enrt ke fn 1127 and to have

bean wholiy desiroved, with a loss of
18,000 lives, in September, 1683, Dy
this earthquialke 54 Sieilian cities and

towns and
wrecked, with a total loss of 100,000
lives.

a distanes

From the hezinnings of record- |

J00 villazes were reported

As a rale, where
[requaent they

dinavia and Cianada,
carthquakes are most
are mosl severe.
statement there are exceptions,
dian shocks, though less numerous, be-
Ing often very disastrous. of

Loss

on the intensity of the earth movement.
Numerically, also, France has regis-

and Portugal, but France in historic
times has experienced no earthquake
disaster approaching the havoe
wrought by the one calamity at Lis-
bon.

Ancient and Modern Times.

between the antique and the modern

social and governmental attitude to-
ward such disasters. We really know
more, thanks to the Yonnger Pliny's
laceount of his uncle’s death, about the
destruction of Pompelli and Hereula-
nevm and what was done abhowt it
than we know of any similar disaster
for 1.000 years afterwards,

The elder Pliny was a  man of
artence, who happened to be in ecom-
mand of the naval statlon near Naples,
He oot out a vesse]l and went a8 near
as he could to the lava ow to obszerve

| it—=n near that ke was suffocated by

the fumies. Incldentally he pleked up
fugzitives i the waler and
His aephew records

« lwach
; an evidenee of his humanity

nin

ida#s  not appear to  have
of exerting his large official
for rellef of suffering. He

v his death not to aid distress
adid to his own knowledze,

who did
to re
dis-

Today any pulilie ol

‘
rt himeelf 1o the ut

11|

would be

1 stress ver

4 g . Thut s the difference between
a Chrstian  civilizanion, with ull
[its fanlts, and one which, with all

its merits, was not Christian.

The calamity in Calubria gives Iresh 0000000000000 00000 0000000 ¢ | 'hiF Suracens, and in 1061 was

records are obtainable. but the 1are;mn-';

s peaple [rien. Austraiby, Rnssia, Siberla, Scan-

But to this general’
in-|

life In many cases depends, however,'

tered more seismic tremors than Spain '

Perhaps the most striking difference

worlds appears In their diferences of |

Has Been Frequently Victim of the Vicissitudes
of War-—-Was Flourishing Town in
Middle Ages.

O
HAVE : | quered by the Normans, The town hee

CALAMITIES WHICH . ; .
came a fourishing =eat of trade in the
HAPPENED TO MESSINA. middie szes. and reecised  importang

| privileges from Charles 1. of Sparin,
which added greaily to its prosperity.
V During the <trugele betweon the arise

Samos and Miletus. focratic Biction, or Merli, and the dem-
472—Surrendered to Athaniz ns. ocratic faction, or Mavizzi, the senate,
396—Entirely destroyed by Carta- z in 16574, anpealed for aid to 1he French,

B. C.
493—Captured by fugitives frem

ginians. ® | who occupied the eity. but soon aban-
270—Seized by Hannibal, doned i, arfter having defezted the
A, D. t combined fleets of Spain and  Holland,
1189—Attacked by Richard Cceur §| jeft in the hands of the Spar ards,
de Lion. ith clty was deprived of Hts politieal
1282—Besieged by Charles, duke § | liberties and soon lost its commercial
of Anjou. limportance.  The plague of 1743 and

1672-'T8—Scene of a great revolu-
tion between Democrats and ad-
herents of Don Juan of Austria.
1678—Abandoned by the French.
Population reduced from 20 00
to 12,000.
1740—Visited by fearful
40,000 pecple died.
172883—Almost wiped out by esr

| the earthquake of 1783 carried off &
| congiderable part of its population. In
i 1860 the place was oveupi=d by Gari-
i baldi und in 1861 11 became a part of
united ltaly.

) 4 Catania Third City in Sicily.
PRg &2 Catania is the vapital of the prows
ince of Catania, and the third largest

i
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N city in Siddly, belng  ontranked In
GUIRe. , X population by Palermo and Mess.ona. 1t
13?‘4_‘:“ b::‘"'i"a carried away 16.000 8 1.0 145000 inhabitants. Tn front of
InnanItants. ®  :he cathedral is a fountain with an ane
1908—Earthquake again felt, gr at z].wnt statue of an elephant, made of
damage. lawn, bearing an Mzyptian granite obes

I lisk.
’ The chiel aftraction is Mount FEina,
Unfortunate AMessina, the viciim of | which may b seen to good wlvantage
the recent [riziniul eatastrophe, Is | from the tower of San Nicola and from
thius described by a traveler: ! ihe Villa Hellini
Messina, Sicily, population 130, | The ienediviine monastery of San
is. next to Palermo, the most impor- | Nleola, formerly one of the most boane
tant city in Sieiiy It is sitgared in I tiful in Ewrope, was destreved by an
the northwes! corner of the i=sland on | carthquake in 1699 aid rebailt by 1738
the Strait of Me:sina. | The institurion was  suppressed im
Among the leading iildines are I'lln-l 1566,
Muanicipal paiace tie conveal of San Its grand havogque ehurel containg &

Gregorio, whicn contains a museutn of | famons oredn by Donato el Piane,
valuable selies, holldings of the wni | with five keyboeards, 72 s ops, and 2918

IN A CALABRIAN CITY.

RUIN

Disastrous Hesult= of & Prwr Fartd Feoin Italy When Vormuzoine Suffered
Totial Pwsirus! r oand Many of s Inbabitaniy Wepe Killad by the
--i1

Versiny, ‘::‘:"—-_—‘ aed by GO0 sin- | prpes the wascmm eonts s am gk
dents, and a muanicipal hespiial tHes o potiery. bronze amd morbhe,
The oulskirts and cavirons are dee | medieval armor and  manca!  history
lightiul, afording waeniflcent views | specimens: the libmey eontains 200000
of the sea, as well as of Mot Eine | volumes and So0 MsSS nd  the obe
(O the west rises the foriner fort nfI ~CIvIlory if associates] with that on

Castellaccio, and not far away to the | Mot Etna,

south Is Fort Gunzaga, on a historie |

: k Foundation Aszcribed to
" e Santo is bauii- . : . 2 e
_“1" new ""'lr'"_ ”. hllicls v | The elassie Catania was founded by
ful, with its graceful Greek volonnades Greeks from Chaleis abit B C. 729
and wonderfn! views., The Tulegrafo | ; RO 2y

: g | anl sonn bee Hoere, in
—the summit of a puass near Messina |t'l‘¢' ‘..\:;" St
=iy nt1

-
-

reeks,
St

1154 lli'l!' [ rous

i SLesjebo
—i5 much visited fov IES sccpery. ere | rus, who cre: l Irl!n-( .I-hl.‘-.-::-.-,:-r- ‘trl:a
was supposed to be Charybdic of the . dritma, and the situalion of
film[l[.’ll" |L’gl‘1’ld.np1h‘l511€' ki ufbion tomb is said o bave siven
Calabrian const | name to the Piazzn Stesicoroa
Founded 800 B. C. Regzio, across the «tvalt of Messina
Messina Is a town of great autiquity, | jn o, 1ie eity of Messra is the cape
its foundation being asciibed to pi t ital of Calabrin.  The vity safferad se-
rates from Cuomae In the eighth cem | vurore iy the earthqumke of three vears
tury B. C., when it was Known as Zaf- | aoq and appears to gei the full fores
cle (a sickle), in allusion to the shape | of oyery tremor that shakes the re-

cf its harhor. i;‘:j"h ol Calabria
At the end of the fifth century B C. |

the town was occupied by f'l:iii\'t‘s_ﬂmm“mi)m:
from Samos and Alletus, and it svon | > < AMERICAN EARTHQUAI._, OF &

after passed to Anaxilas, the tyrant of |
Rhegium, who introdic ed there Mﬂi-:’
senians from the Peloponnesus, by | @ pecember, 1862—Guatemala; 150
whom the name of the city was| buildings and 14 churches de

THE LAST FIiFTY YEARS.

changed to Messana. I stroyed.
After the death of Anaxilas Messana | ¢ Now, 20, 1370—Quebec: slight dam-
became a republic and maintained that ane.

1872—Califoernia;

(24
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status until its destruction by “he Car-
thasinians during their wars with
Dionysius of Syracuse at the begin-
ning of the fourth eentury B €. It
was rebuilt by Dionysius, but soon fell
ugnin into the hands of the Carthagi

March 2627,
lives lcst.

Aug. 10-11, 1881—Distinct tremor,
Waskingtcn to New York.

November, 1283—Moncreal; slight
damage.

nt

jnns, who were finally expelled by Tim- March 7, 1293—New York city:
oleon in B C. 385, distinct tremor,
Once Belonged to Rome. Sept. 3.17, 1299—Landslide and

During the war Le won Azathoeie earthquake in Yakutat, Alauk:,

0000000094004000000000000000000

of Syracuse and € Alessana MNav, 13-14, 1991—Utah; sligh:
sided with the Ca: 15, The damage.

first Ranle war left Mo in the April 18, 1%02—Cuatemaia; eight
possession of Rome, and the town =uhb towns destroyed; 900 lives lost
gequently aittained considerable com- ! Feb. 5, 1902—Slight shock, Wesr

Jamaica,
G2 0999902990 0940049205900

mercial importance,

In A. D. 831 the tows
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